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Background Information: Linoprint DriveLine F

· Secure and flexible production of blister packs with custom labeling for pharmaceuticals

New legal requirements and basic conditions, increasing price sensitivity in the market and tougher competition demand far-reaching measures to improve efficiency in the pharmaceutical industry. At the same time, medicine bottler and packaging companies need to be prepared to quickly respond to changing conditions. The rapidly-growing needs of the pharmaceutical industry can be met by the Heidelberg Linoprint DriveLine F UV inkjet system designed for integrated printing on blister packs and foils. Digital printing of static and variable content on the back of the blister foil provides the necessary flexibility and allows the production of country-specific labeling in different language versions. The DriveLine F prints different content on individual lots and enables fully variable printing of individually labeled or customized packages down to the separate blister compartments. With random printing, the DriveLine F produces a consistent print image and can be quickly reconfigured for product changeovers. Moreover, static and variable content can be printed simultaneously in registered processes.
Thanks to its modular design concept, the DriveLine F can be fully integrated into inline and nearline production operations. The system prints a variety of foils without time-consuming machine setups. The DriveLine F is easily operated and suitable for digital printing experts as well for as beginners.

Safe production for the pharmaceutical industry
Print content and quality are monitored with the optional Linoprint Inspection Control camera system. The high-resolution camera used for checking print quality captures the entire width of the image and is fully integrated into the workflow software. This system thoroughly checks all static and variable content, including fonts, text, images, barcodes or 2D codes, during the printing process. At the same time, this provides the necessary level of process safety and reliability required for pharmaceuticals.
DriveLine F also works with specially formulated UV inks that are ideally suited for sensitive pharmaceutical packaging. These low-migration inks have excellent set-off properties and are cured with the required sealing strength immediately after printing. The inks are resistant to fading and abrasion, as well as to common solvents so that additional coating is not generally required.
High print quality thanks to matching ink, substrate and print head
In order to achieve optimal printing results, ink, substrate, coatings, and printing unit must be perfectly matched. Linoprint offers a coordinated range of base coatings and inks to ensure high-quality printing and long-life durability on most substrates. Thanks to minimal migration potential and good set-off properties, the specially developed, solvent-free inks are suitable for pharmaceutical and food packaging. Customers can order ink from the Heidelberger Druckmaschinen AG Saphira Consumables catalog.
Wide range of materials
DriveLine F prints on aluminum, composite or plastic foils and is the ideal printing unit for pharmaceutical and medical packaging lines, or industrial applications. Available for 160 or 320 mm film widths, DriveLine F is optimized for printing on hard and soft aluminum in packaging lines. It also prints on other materials, including laminates and some PE and PP plastics. Depending on the material, DriveLine F prints on substrates ranging from 15 to 100 μm.

Flexible deployment options, easy operation

DriveLine F is equipped with its own drive and storage system and can therefore be implemented in both intermittent and continuous operations. The control of the material dispenser ensures an optimal web speed and consistent high-quality printing. Fully integrated inside the machine, the guide rollers are precisely arranged to eliminate drift even in intermittent operation.

The modular DriveLine F design enables inline printing of foils in a redundant configuration or with two colors. For this, the machine is simply retrofitted with a second print head, which also makes it possible at a faster speed or with a higher resolution.

Variable printing, simple operation and control
The integrated Linoprint Flow software automatically controls the entire printing process, from prepress to print counting. This software generates static as well as fully variable printing runs. The entire print image can be changed from job to job. There's no need to manually enter variable data – it can be easily imported from CSV files or directly from an SQL database. A bar code module generates all standard 1D and 2D codes and quickly integrates newly defined codes.
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